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Brief description, Aarhus University 

The relevant parts of Aarhus University as regards the project are: 

1. The Danish School of Education 
The Danish School of Education was established in 2011 as a department at the Faculty of Arts at Aarhus University.  

It originates from the Danish School of Education (DPU), which was originally established as the Danish University of Education on 1 July 2000 by the merger of the 

Royal Danish School of Educational Studies, the Danish National Institute for Educational Research, the Danish School of Advanced Pedagogy and the Danish National 

Centre for Technology-Supported Learning.  

On 1 June 2007 the DPU merged with the University of Aarhus and changed status from independent university to a university school at the University of Aarhus. 

The Danish School of Education (known in Denmark as DPU) constitutes Denmark's largest and strongest university environment for basic and applied research within 

the field of education and educational theory (pedagogics).  

The research at the school has an international foundation and is built around strong scientific perspectives on educational theory regarding:  

• Didactics (subject-based and general didactics) 

• Psychology 

• Sociology 

• Philosophy 

• Anthropology  

In addition, we conduct interdisciplinary research aimed at specific educational fields of inquiry, with daycare and schools playing the largest and most central roles.  

The Danish School of Education offers advanced degree programmes with vocational relevance as well as high academic quality for university graduates, teachers, 

childcare professionals, nurses, and graduates with other professional Bachelor’s degrees.  

Our school consists of the following departments:  

• Department of Educational Theory and Curriculum Studies 

• Department of Education Studies 

• Department of Educational Psychology 

• Department of Educational Sociology 

• Department of Educational Philosophy and General Education 

• Department of Educational Anthropology 

 

2. The Danish National Centre for School Research 
The Danish National Centre for School Research (Schools and childcare Centers) (NCS) is a collaborative venture established in 2016. It is a research centre at the 

Danish School of Education, Aarhus University, and it is established in close collaboration with VIA University College. The centre is home to a national research 

partnership whose aim is to:  

• Strengthen Danish research into childcare centers and schools. 

• Contribute to better coordination and closer cooperation. 

• Ensure that this research benefits childcare centers and schools throughout the country, and is communicated to them.  

Mission 
The mission of the National Centre for School Research is to supply research which, in a binding collaboration between research institutions and between researchers 

and practitioners, helps to strengthen the professional practice and professional judgment of teachers, childcare professionals, managers, administrations and 

politicians – this being a prerequisite for strengthening the learning, development and well-being of children and pupils in childcare centres and schools.  

http://edu.au.dk/en/about-the-school/organisation/department-of-educational-theory-and-curriculum-studies/
http://edu.au.dk/en/about-the-school/organisation/department-of-education-studies/
http://edu.au.dk/en/about-the-school/organisation/department-of-educational-psychology/
http://edu.au.dk/en/about-the-school/organisation/department-of-educational-sociology/
http://edu.au.dk/en/about-the-school/organisation/department-of-educational-philosophy-and-general-education/
http://edu.au.dk/en/about-the-school/organisation/department-of-educational-anthropology/


Vision 
The vision of the National Centre for School Research is that, five years after the establishment of the centre in 2016, the work of the centre should contribute to closer 

and more binding collaboration between research environments than when the centre was established; and that the interaction between educational research, 

university colleges and professional practice in schools and childcare centres and in municipal and national educational administrations is just as constructive, natural 

and mutually respectful as it is in other professions. 
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